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perhaps be fairly concluded that it would scarcely
be prudent to make a larger immediate reduction
in the public works expenditure than that which is
now proposed. Unless, however, a decided improve-
ment can be effected in the financial condition of
India during the next few years, the Government
will undoubtedly be compelled still further to reduce
the outlay on public works.

In addition to these important reductions in the
public works expenditure, the Government have
given the most distinct pledges that no effort shall
be spared to secure every possible retrenchment in
all the other branches of civil administration. It is
anticipated that an immediate saving of 250,000?.
a year can thus be obtained, and it is evidently
thought that a much larger saving can be secured,
when sufficient time has elapsed to enable all the
civil departments to be thoroughly overhauled. No
one who has watched the steady and rapid growth
in the cost of the civil administration since the
government of India was transferred from the Com-
pany to the Crown, can doubt that there is an
almost unlimited opportunity for effecting a most
important saving if the government is conducted
with greater care and thrift. It has been previously
pointed out that the cost of administration, ex-
cluding expenditure on the army and public works,